How are Bursary winners decided?

We get asked quite often on the award process for SCTE Bursaries – who is eligible, who decides, what is included etc. Below is a FAQ response to the many queries we receive.
Which Bursaries are available?
For 2026, we are continuing our full SCTE Bursary programme for the two main shows the Society is involved with, as follows:
· Up to 20 bursaries for ANGA 2026 show in Cologne (19-21 May 2026).
· Up to 4 bursaries for IBC 2026 in Amsterdam (11-14 September 2026).
Note: Additional shows/conferences may be added to this list from 2027.
Who is eligible?
You must have been an individual member of the SCTE, The Society for Broadband Professionals, for a minimum of two years* and be up to date with your SCTE membership subscription for the year when the event takes place.  You must show that you would benefit professionally from attending the event and that your employer would not normally pay for your attendance. Members of the SCTE Executive Committee are excluded from applying for a Bursary.
*	The two-year rule may be waived for members joining direct from full time education.  
How do I apply?
You may apply by letter or email (office@thescte.eu) stating in up to 300 words how you would benefit from the Bursary. Applications must be received by the designated cut-off date, which will normally be 3 months prior to the event.
Who decides?
A small awards committee, composed of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Director and National Secretary, will evaluate the applications and award the bursaries. Their decision is final.
What is the decision process?
Essentially the decision is based on ‘who would benefit most’. The committee takes into account the relevance of the event to the applicant’s current or future job function, whether the applicant has previously received a Bursary* and geographical and gender diversity.  There is no ‘first come – first served’ element to the decision unless two or more candidates are equally qualified. 
*	A rule of a minimum gap of two full calendar years is normally applied and this effectively means that any member who was awarded a bursary in either 2024 or 2025 will not be eligible for a bursary in 2026.  
What are my obligations?
As soon as you are notified of the award of a Bursary, you should book your travel and hotel as quickly as possible to ensure the best rate. Hotels often increase their cost during exhibition weeks or rooms may become unavailable. Likewise, flights/train tickets often increase in price towards travel time.  The SCTE does, however, reserve the right to book hotels on behalf of bursary winners where appropriate.
You must obviously attend the event and make yourself known to the SCTE staff.  We normally have our own booth at these events. If the Society has organised a lecture session or an evening social event, you will be expected to attend.
You must inform your line manager to either obtain permission to attend in work time or else apply for holiday to cover your period of absence.
At the end of the event, you will be expected to write a report of your experiences, what you gained from attending and to highlight any specific areas that you found valuable or of specific interest. You are also requested to provide a high-res image of yourself, and any other images you feel are relevant to accompany your report, by the stated deadline. The SCTE reserves the right to publish this report/images in its quarterly Broadband Journal. 
What is included?
Travel by economy class from your nearest airport or rail terminal to the event – note that travel to the departure airport/rail station and any parking costs are not included. Three nights’ accommodation in a three-star hotel or equivalent at the venue.  Reasonable subsistence costs** whilst at the event.
How am I reimbursed?
Travel and hotel costs booked in advance may be claimed immediately on presentation of the appropriate receipts to the SCTE office, subject to all outstanding membership dues having been paid. 
**Other allowable expenses may be claimed after the event and will only be reimbursed once a suitable visit report and high-resolution photo of you have been received within the specified timeframe.
